
MEETING NOTES 
 

Local Health Improvement Coalition 
TOBACCO WORKGROUP 

 

Monday, November 23, 2015, 8:30 am 
UM / UCHS Kaufman Cancer Center Conference Room, Bel Air, MD, 21014 

  
 

Attendees:   Vickie Bands, Chair (UM/UCHS) 

   Dawn Blizzard  (Guest) 
   Greta Brand  (Health Educator) 
   Sylvia Bryant  (Deputy Director, HC Community Services) 
   Anne Cerruto  (Harford County Office on Aging) 
   Madelyn Danner  (Guest) 
   Karen Goodison (UM/UCHS) 
   Charles Kearney  (Attorney, Harford County Council) 
   Susan Kelly  (Health Officer, HCHD) 
   Mark Lewis  (UM / UCHS) 

 Mallory McCloskey (Health Policy Analyst, HCHD) 
 Russell Moy, M.D. (Deputy Health Officer, HCHD) 
 Charles Odhiambo  (HCHD CRF Cancer Program) 
 Linda Pegram  (HCHD CRF Tobacco Program) 
 Mark Puckett (Harford County Public Schools) 
 Dottie Ruff  (HCHD CRF Tobacco Program) 
 Richard Slutzky  (President, Harford County Council) 
 Andrew Tress (Harford County Government) 
 Kristie Willats (UM/UCHS) 
 Bill Wiseman (Public Health Education, HCHD) 

  
General Business: 

 Chairperson, Ms. Bands called the meeting to order and members re-introduced themselves. 
Copies of the summary of the September 28th meeting held in Havre de Grace were approved 
as revised. 

 County Council attorney Mr. Kearney and Council President Slutzky provided a general 
overview of the proposed County legislation to convert enforcement of illegal/underage tobacco 
sales to minors in Harford from “criminal” to “civil”, highlights of which are: 

o references tobacco products, electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) and 
 includes tobacco-related paraphernalia; 

o holds owners accountable for sales with fines of $300 for first offenses and $500 for 
 subsequent offenses; 

o also holds salesperson responsible with lesser fines of $50 for first offense and $100 
 for subsequent offenses; 

o allows for enforcement by  Health Officer or the Health Officer’s designee, or a sworn 
 law enforcement officer; 

o upon being issued a summons, offenders have the option of requesting a hearing or 
 paying their fine; 

o public hearings must take place prior to introducing the bill to County Council, whereby 
Mr. Slutzky reiterated the importance of  language in “tightening up” logistical 
procedures and understanding and acting within timelines was critical to the success 
or failure of the  proposed legislation.   

o legislation would take effect 60 days after becoming law 

 Since County legislation cannot impose action on the Health Department as an entity of State 
government, the process by which to receive approval from the State (by way of MOU) must be 
investigated. Likewise, County legislation will not impact enforcement within local municipalities, 
Town of Bel Air, and cities of Aberdeen and Havre de Grace, until or unless agreements can be 
reached with them. 



 

 

 Other discussion included the following points: 
o  Dr. Moy emphasized stressing to our political leaders that this is a “public health” 

issue, and congratulated Mr. Slutzky and Mr. Kearney on the comprehensive nature of 
the language of the proposed bill. 

o  Ms. Pegram added the importance of “partnering” with vendors regarding the 
protection of the health of minors.  

o   Ms. Brand spoke to the successes of civil enforcement proceedings in Baltimore 
County relative to both process and the relative ease of implementation as well as with 
outcomes. 

o  Ms. Willats inquired as to how tobacco fines would compare to liquor sales violations; 
fines for tobacco violations would be less but as with sale of alcohol, repeated offenses 
could culminate in suspension of licensure.  

o  Ms. Bands commented on the importance of creating data for the benefit of others 
going down this path. 

o  Ms. Kelly reminded the workgroup that, despite the successes in reducing illegal 
tobacco sales to minors resulting from Synar Supplementary Grant funding, it would be 
necessary to keep the public informed and educated regarding this issue of 
enforcement. 

o  Mr. Tress suggested drafting a FAQ to address what are perceived to be the primary 
issues surrounding this legislation. 

o  Ms. Brand added that communication with the public should clarify that this has 
nothing to do with personal “rights”; rather, that enforcement is directed toward what 
already is illegal. 

o  Mr. Puckett wanted to ensure that references to ENDS also included products used to 
refill devices.     

 Ms. Bands asked that any comments or suggested revisions on the proposed legislation be 
forwarded to her by Monday, November 30th. 

 Ms. Bands reminded the group that as a result of actions voted upon by both groups at previous 
meetings, a determination was made to merge the CRF Tobacco Coalition with the LHIC 
Tobacco Workgroup, effective January, 2016. Mr Puckett has taken responsibility for seeing to it 
that we have youth representation at the January meeting in Bel Air.  

 Ms. McCloskey distributed copies of the revised Harford County Local Health “Tobacco” Action 
Plan for review that incorporates sections on ENDS awareness, tobacco enforcement 
opportunities, youth community and workplace tobacco awareness and support. Ms. Bands 
inquired whether, after the merger, CRF tobacco grant monies could be used to support the 
activities of the combined group. Mr. Wiseman will investigate. Group feedback on the LHIC 
Tobacco Action Plan is requested by December 7th. 

 Ms. Bands disseminated an article about HUD’s proposed rule to make public housing smoke 
free. Some group discussion ensued regarding renewed efforts to address this in Harford 
County. A suggestion was made to organize a list of those multi-unit housing facilities that have 
made this transition and to develop a resource list for others considering going “smoke-free.” 
 

Action Items: 

 Review materials regarding civil enforcement legislation in Harford County in order to move this 
agenda forward for consideration by County Council. 

 
Next Meeting: 

 The next meeting is scheduled to be held at 8:30am on January 25th at the Historic Cored H.S. 
 on Hays Street in Bel Air .  *** (That meeting subsequently was cancelled on account of 
 the winter storm and is rescheduled for Monday February 22nd in the County Council 
 Conference Room, 212 S Bond St, Bel Air, MD 21014) 

 
Adjournment:  10:05am  


