
 
MEETING NOTES 

 

CRF Tobacco / LHIC Tobacco Workgroup 
 

Monday, May 23, 2016, 8:30 am 
Historic Colored High School, 205 S. Hays Street, Bel Air, MD, 21014 

 
  

Attendees:   Vickie Bands, Chair  (UM/UCHS) 

  Greta Brand  (Educ. & Training Specialist, Private Citizen) 
  Anne Cerruto (HC Office on Aging) 
  Karen Godison  (UM/UCHS) 

   Kathi Hoke (Univ. of MD Legal Resource Center) 
   Chuck Johnson  (City of Aberdeen) 

 Bari Klein  (HCHD, UM/UCHS / Healthy Harford) 
 Mark Lewis  (UM/UCHS) 
 Russell Moy, M.D.  (Deputy Health Officer, HCHD) 
 Corp. Brian O’Neil  (Harford County Sheriff’s Office) 
 Joan Salim  (Policy Analysis, HCHD) 
 Gale Sauer  (Aberdeen Proving Ground) 
 Richard Slutzky  (President, Harford County Council) 
 Kristie Willats  (UN/UCHS) 
 Bill Wiseman (Public Health Education, HCHD) 

  
General Business: 

 Chairperson, Ms. Bands called the meeting to order and welcomed members to re-introduce 
themselves. The summary notes of the February 22nd meeting were approved as distributed. 

 Ms. Bands recognized Ms. Kathi Hoke, Director of the University of Maryland Legal Resource 
Center with whom the Coalition has been collaborating on the development of our local 
legislative bill. Ms. Hoke provided a review of tobacco-related activity in the 2016 legislation 
session that saw:  

o Passage of new federal legislation requiring child resistant ENDs liquid containers, 
rendering state law unnecessary. 

o Successful amendment to proposed legislation applicable to Prince George’s County 
that prohibited original plans to permit smoking in designated casino cigar lounges . . . 
and that would have weakened existing Maryland Clean Indoor Air Act (MCIAA) 
regulations. 

o Failure of legislation to move forward that would have increased the minimum legal 
age for tobacco purchase to 2. 

o Passage of legislation enabling Montgomery County to increase tobacco-licensing 
fees. 

o Withdrawal of proposed legislation that would have prohibited a driver and all 
 passengers from smoking in vehicles with occupants ages 8 years old and younger.  

o Failure to pass (or withdrawal of) bills proposed in both the Senate and the House of 
 Delegates that would have established civil penalties for the sale of tobacco products 
 to underage youth. 

o Other failed or withdrawn bills pertained to changes in the description of ENDS to 
permit taxation consistent with that of tobacco products, and that would have required 
the MD Dept. of Education to develop policy banning possession and use of ENDS on 
school property.  

 Kathi also reviewed much anticipated FDA “Deeming” regulations U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration finalized recently to extend its authority to all tobacco products, including e-
cigarettes, cigars, hookah tobacco and pipe tobacco, among others. 
 



 

o  Initially proposed in 2014, this historic rule helps implement the bipartisan Family 
Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act of 2009. 

o  Allows the FDA to improve public health and protect future generations from the 
dangers of tobacco use through a variety of steps, including restricting the sale of 
these tobacco products to minors nationwide. 

o  Does not include stipulations regarding product placement of ENDS, which leave room 
for state and local legislation to do so. 

 Ms. Brand asked if some of these open-ended issues might subsequently be addressed by UM 
LRC.  Dr. Moy raised the issue of differences in definitions of “tobacco products” that exist 
between federal and Maryland law.  Mr. Johnson queried regarding the long-term implications 
as relate to marijuana. 

 Discussion next shifted to our proposed County legislation for which a public hearing is 
scheduled for the 06/14/16 County Council meeting. Copies of the proposed legislation were 
disseminated to the membership. 

o  Prompted by DHMH review, Mr. Kearney revised our draft to include considerations for 
appeals. 

o  Ms. Kelly succeeded in getting an MOU signed by the State to allow HCHD to enforce 
local legislation. 

o  Dr. Moy noted that proceeds from civil enforcement fines that ordinarily would go to the 
County General Fund and asked Ms. Hoke if there were any other recommendations 
she would make (e.g., to be directed to the Health Department).  Ms. Hoke indicated 
that from her experience, this was unlikely. 

o  Council President Slutzky expressed his confidence regarding the full support of 
County Council, and recommended that we limit comments at the Public Hearing to 
two speakers. Ms. Kelly will comment while Dr. Moy also will be available to address 
any questions from Council should they arise. 

 Mr. Slutzky mentioned that among the challenges ahead are dealing with the ever-moving target  
of synthetic marijuana. 

 Ms Bands reminded the Coalition to be remain vigilant regarding what other tobacco-related 
issues may appear on our radar and that the Coalition  should be prepared to lend its support to 
local and State legislative initiatives as they arise.  

 HCSO Corporal Brian O’Neil and Mr. Wiseman briefly summarized highlights of FY16 tobacco 
retailer educational and compliance enforcement activities.  

o  So far, 179 compliance checks (among the almost 200 tobacco retailers in Harford) 
have resulted in 20 citations issued for non-compliance/illegal sales. 

o  Almost 600 educational outreaches will have been conducted among those 200 
tobacco retailers. 

o  40 students have been referred by HCPS and Child Services into the after-school 
tobacco education/cessation program. 

 A few Coalition representatives are expected to attend the June 1st Maryland Healthy Housing 
 Symposium hosted by MD DHMH and the UM LRC. 
 
Action Items: 

 Final review materials regarding civil enforcement legislation in Harford County for consideration 
by County Council. 

 Identify opportunities to engage managers of multi-unit housing units in discussion of 
implementation of (HUD mandated) tobacco-restricted and/or tobacco free policies for residents.  

 
Next Meeting: 

 The next meeting is scheduled to be held at 8:30am on June 27th at the Historic Colored H.S. 
 on Hays Street in Bel Air. 

 
Adjournment:  10:15am  


