
 
MEETING NOTES 

 

CRF Tobacco / LHIC Tobacco Workgroup 
 

Monday, October 24, 2016, 8:30 am 
Historic Colored High School, 205 S. Hays Street, Bel Air, MD, 21014 

 
  

Attendees:   Vickie Bands, Chair  (UMUCH) 

  Greta Brand  (Educ. & Training Specialist, Private Citizen) 
  Sylvia Bryant  (Harford County Community Services) 
  Mallory Callahan  (Health Policy Analyst, HCHD) 
  Anne Cerruto  (Harford Count Office on Aging) 
  Elaine Cornick  (MD Dept. of Housing & Community Development)  
  Karen Goodison (UMUCH) 
  Chuck Johnson  (City of Aberdeen) 

      Susan Kelly (Health Officer, HCHD) 
 Mark Lewis  (UMUCH) 
 Shalonda Manuel  (MD Dept. of Housing & Community Development) 
 Corporal Brian O‟Neil  (HCSO) 
 Len Parrish  (Harford County Housing & Community Development) 
 Linda Pegram  (CRF Cessation, HCHD) 
 Mark Puckett (Harford County Public Schools)  
 Gail Sauer (APG, ATEC) 
 Richard Slutzky  (President, Harford CountyCouncil) 
 Nancy Thrush  (MedStar) 
 Kristie Willats  (UMUCH) 
 Bill Wiseman (Public Health Education, HCHD) 

  
General Business: 

 Ms. Bands called the meeting to order and welcomed members to re-introduce themselves.  
Summary notes of the September 26th coalition meeting were approved as distributed. 

 Ms. Bands reviewed elements of the Tobacco Coalition‟s strategic plan that includes initiatives 
directed at smoke-free and tobacco-free multi-unit housing.  She disseminated copies of two 
handouts – Questions & Answers on HUD’s Smoke-Free Public Housing Proposed Rule, and a 
summary of information acquired in cooperation with Mr. Parrish entitled Harford County Smoke 
Free Multi-Unit Housing. She extended thanks to coalition member Sylvia Bryant for bringing  
guests to the meeting to address this issue. Ms. Elaine Cornick and Ms. Shalonda Manuel, 
representing the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (MDHCD), 
were introduced along with Mr. Parrish, and given the floor. 

o  Distinctions were made between MDHCD as an entity of the state versus HUD, a 
federal agency. MDHCD, with limited resources, provides recommendations as to how 
completed housing projects “are supposed to look” with emphasis on making units 
“sustainable and healthier.” Criteria include affordability, “market” interest rates, client 
accessibility, sustainability and energy efficiency. 

o  Speaking to the new facility in Abingdon, those units were built to last 40 years. 
Residents reflect “mixed” populations and are intended to serve entry-level 
professional persons as well as lower income families. 

o  Relative to tobacco smoking, “threshold” requirements include designated outside 
smoking areas and prohibitions on smoking in “common” areas. However, policy 
concerning use of lighted tobacco products inside individual units is left to the 
discretion of the developers and management. 
 
 
  



 

o  It is believed that it is more difficult in newer units (versus older units) for tobacco 
smoke to be “shared” between units via common HVAC. 

o   Reference was made to the Affordable Housing Coalition as another possible group to 
contact with regard to smoke-free multi-unit housing policies.   

 Mr. Parrish advised the membership that there is no “public housing” in Harford County, only 
“subsidized” housing referencing a voucher system under which units are unrestricted, also 
suggesting contacting developers directly to find out exactly what their policies are regarding 
use of lit tobacco products.  

 The question was raised as to the number of MD CIAA-related complaints the health 
department receives from residents. Ms. Kelly replied that HCHD doesn‟t generally receive 
residential complaints, only those involving businesses that must adhere to the law. She also 
suggested the Harford County Development Advisory Committee (DAC) as another group to tap 
into.  DAC provides an opportunity for community input relative to development projects, 
although there is no obligation on the part of the developer to implement recommendations.  
She also suggested bringing Moe Davenport of HC Planning and Zoning into the conversation. 

 Ms. Pegram and Mr. Lewis suggested to the coalition the viability of drafting a “smoke-free 
multi-unit housing „Tool Kit‟ that could be advantageous to agencies and developers, which 
would condense the most important information contained in HUD‟s 60+ page manual. The idea 
is to design a two-page document that speaks directly to health benefits to residents of smoke-
free residential policies, while also persuasively describing economic benefits and cost impact 
(relative to maintenance, replacement costs, insurance premiums, etc.) to managers and 
developers. The document also would clarify this was not an “anti-smoking” initiative but rather 
to focus on initiating dialogue about a pro-health perspective. 

 Another suggestion was made to create some type of formal acknowledgement (perhaps in the 
way of a citation or non-monetary award) for developers and managers who support smoke-free 
policies. 

 Prior to the passage of the MD CIAA, businesses (particularly restaurants) assumed the new 
law would have a negative impact on their bottom line, only to discover that consumers 
preferred smoke-free environments. 

 A suggestion was made to invite representatives from Cecil County to our meeting to discuss 
their experiences in bringing smoke-free policies into existence in some of their multi-unit 
communities.     

 Mr. Slutzky reminded the membership that Harford is the seventh largest local jurisdiction in the 
state and no longer the rural county it used to be, and that our policies must keep pace with 
those of larger and other mid-sized jurisdictions. Ms. Bands reiterated the need to reach out to 
developers and managers of new communities, especially with regard to the four new, large 
developments currently being built in Harford to see what policies might already have been 
given consideration. 

 
Action Items: 

 Go back and review the civil enforcement proposal with an eye on revision. 

 Ms. Sauers, Ms. Pegram and Ms. Willats will begin working on a draft of a smoke-free housing 
informational sheet.  

 
Next Meeting: 

 The next meeting is scheduled to be held at 8:30am on Monday, November 28, 2016 at the 
 Historic Colored H.S. on Hays Street in Bel Air. 

 
Adjournment:  10:10am  


