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The information in this presentation is current as of 
January 30, 2020, unless otherwise noted, and 
subject to change. 
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Background

• In December 2019, first identified as a pneumonia 
outbreak of unknown etiology, with many cases 
associated with an animal market in Wuhan, China

• In January 2020, health officials reported that the 
outbreak was caused by a novel coronavirus, which 
was later named 2019-nCoV

• Rapidly evolving outbreak 
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About Coronaviruses

• Common human coronaviruses
• 229E 
• NL63 
• OC43 
• HKU1 

• Sometimes coronaviruses that infect animals can 
evolve and make people sick and become a new 
human coronavirus. 
• MERS-CoV
• SARS-CoV
• 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
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About the Disease

• Reservoir: Suspected animal origin 

• Symptoms: 
• Fever, cough, shortness of breath
• Illness ranges from no symptoms to severe illness/death

• Incubation period: Thought to be 2-14 days 

• Transmission: Suspected zoonotic transmission with 
evidence of person-to-person spread

• Prevention: No vaccine

• Treatment: Supportive
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Person Under Investigation (PUI) Definition
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Global: Confirmed 2019-nCoV Cases

Source: www.cdc.gov, accessed January 30, 2020
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U.S.: 2019-nCoV Cases
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Source: www.cdc.gov, accessed January 30, 2020
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Maryland: 2019-nCoV Case Count

• Number of laboratory-confirmed cases: 0

• Testing and case counts posted at 
http://health.maryland.gov/coronavirus

Data current as of January 30, 2020
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Infection Prevention and Control Recs

• Require all PUI to wear a surgical mask as soon as they are 
identified. 

• Evaluate all PUI in a private room with the door closed, 
ideally an airborne infection isolation room, if available. 

• Health care providers entering the room of a PUI should use 
standard precautions, contact precautions, and airborne 
precautions with eye protection. 

• If airborne isolation room is not available, provider should 
place patient in private room with door closed.
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CDC Travel Warning 
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Recommendations for Travelers from 
China to U.S.

• There are currently no recommendations regarding 
isolation or quarantine of asymptomatic travelers. 

• Enhanced screening at some airports

• All travelers from China should take the following steps:
• Watch for any changes in your health for 14 days after leaving 

China. 
• If you get a fever or develop a cough or difficulty breathing 

during this 14-day period, avoid contact with others. Call your 
healthcare provider to tell them about your symptoms and 
your recent travel. 

• Don’t travel while you are sick.
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What MDH is Doing 

• Monitoring and disseminating CDC data and 
recommendations

• Fielding calls and providing guidance to health care 
providers, the public, schools, and other organizations

• Working with LHDs to assess PUI, coordinate testing

• Preparing electronic surveillance and monitoring 
systems
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Resources

• MDH Novel Coronavirus Page: 
http://health.maryland.gov/coronavirus

• CDC Outbreak Page: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

• CDC Guidance for Healthcare Professionals: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/clinical-
criteria.html

• CDC Guidance for Infection Control: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/infection-
control.html
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